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Soybean and Sorghum Forecasted Production Down from Last Year 

Corn, Cotton, and Rice Forecasted Production Up from Last Year 
  
Arkansas corn for grain production is forecast at 135 million bushels, down 3 percent from the August 1 forecast but up 

68 percent from 2015.  Based on conditions as of September 1, yield is expected to average 184 bushels per acre, down 5 

bushels from last month but up 3 bushels from last year. Producers expect to harvest 735,000 acres of corn for grain, up 

290,000 acres from 2015. 

 

All cotton production is forecast at 850,000 bales, up 50,000 bales from the August 1 forecast and 379,000 bales above 

last year.  Yield is expected to average 1,088 pounds per harvested acre, up 36 pounds from last month but down 4 pounds 

from 2015. Planted acreage is revised to 380,000 acres, up 10,000 acres from June 2016.  Harvested acreage is revised 

from 365,000 acres to 375,000 acres.   

 

Total rice production for the state is forecast at 113 million hundredweight, down 5 percent from the August 1 forecast 

but up 19 percent from last year’s production of 94.3 million hundredweight.  Based on conditions as of September 1, the 

all rice yield for 2016 is forecast at 7,400 pounds per acre, down 100 pounds from last month but up 60 pounds from last 

year.  Planted acreage is revised to 1.55 million acres, down 30,000 acres from June 2016.  Breakdowns by grain length 

are:  long grain planted area is 1.42 million acres, medium grain planted area is 135,000 acres, and short grain planted area 

is 1,000 acres.  Harvested acreage for all rice is revised to 1.52 million acres, down 54,000 acres from last month. 

 

Sorghum for grain production in 2016 is forecast at 2.89 million bushels, down 11 percent from the August 1 forecast and 

down 93 percent from a year ago.  Based on September 1 conditions, yield is expected to average 78 bushels per acre, 

down 10 bushels from last month and down 20 bushels from 2015.  Area for grain harvest, at 37,000 acres, is down 

403,000 acres from 2015. 

 

Soybean production in 2016 is forecast at 153 million bushels, up 4 percent from last month’s forecast but down 2 percent 

from last year.  Based on September 1 conditions, yield is expected to average 49 bushels per acre, up 2 bushels from last 

month but unchanged from last year.  Area for harvest, at 3.12 million acres, is down 50,000 acres from 2015.   
 

 

Area Harvested, Yield, and Production, Arkansas and U.S., 2015 and Forecasted September 1, 2016 

Crop Unit 
Area Harvested Yield Production 

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016 

1,000 Acres Per Acre 1,000 Units 

Arkansas         

Corn for Grain Bushels 445 735 181 184 80,545 135,240 

Cotton, All 1 207 375 1,092 1,088 471 850 

Rice, All  2 1,286 1,521 7,340 7,400 94,341 112,554 

Sorghum for Grain Bushels 440 37 98 78 43,120 2,886 

Soybeans for Beans Bushels 3,170 3,120 49 49 155,330 152,880 
        
United States           

Corn for Grain  Bushels 80,749 86,550 168.4 174.4 13,601,198 15,092,908 

Cotton, All 1 8,074.9 9,655.4 766 802 12,888 16,142 

Peanuts Pounds 1,567 1,587 3,963 4,044 6,210,590 6,417,800 

Rice, All  2 2,575 3,133 7,470 7,569 192,343 237,140 

Sorghum for Grain Bushels 7,851 6,456 76.0 75.7 596,751 488,476 

Soybeans for Beans Bushels 81,814 83,037 48.0 50.6 3,929,160 4,200,985 

Sugarcane (sugar/seed) Net Tons 887.3 919.9 36.4 37.0 32,275 34,039 

         

1 Cotton yield in pounds per acre, production in 480 pound bales. 
2 Rice yield in pounds per acre, production in hundredweight (cwt). 
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1 Forecasted production for 2016 as of September 1, 2016. 
 

 


